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Measuring Celestial Distances.
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The Striking Stars and Constella-

tions Now Visible.
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No sublimer spectacle is afforded the
contemplative observer as he stands
under heaven's canopy at 8 p. m. to
witness Taurus, with his golden horns |
the glittering Plelades followed by the
splendent Orion, together with the
illiant points that be-
spangle the western heavens, all ad-
vancing across the celestial slope with
a precision and conformity of motion
that far outvies the marshalling of the
best trained armies that ihe world ever
smoothly

theusand other b
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For several mofiths in advapce as-
trenomers have been announcing the
dpproach of all the morewrominent and
awe-inspiring constellations of the year,
Among the many that are centioned.
Orion, the chiefest in splendor and
magnificence is invariably referred to
as being the cynosure of all others dur-
evenings. This well
known and easiest to be recognized of

ing Februar)

the siarty, groups cocupies a most f
* vorable position for observation at

. m., at which hott* %" is high up™®

appru- | the southwestern

extraordin-
tion. Thus we
neighbor |

uri we ha reached } » thresh-
1 but bow

umility be-
r cf the

ne cannot forbear mentioning the
ct of the February constellations as |
1 landscape. |

i of the Diprer, Leo, with its vickle-like |
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Whoever looks upon this constellation |
and learus its name will never forget|
it. There are seventy-2ight visible
stars in it, and when it is on the merid- |
ian it is visible to the entire habitable |
world. There are three stars of
second magnitude together in a stra
line, which constituyte the Belt of O
These three stars make a line exact
three degrees in length. They are som
mes called the Ell and Yard. In J
they are called the Bands of Orign: and
the ancient husbandman sometimes
called them Jacob's Rod. To the north-
west or Orion we seq the Pleiades and
Hyvades, while to the north of the Hy-
ades is Auriga, with milk white Capella

the |
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i a little past the meridian. Perseus,

containing the bright and variable sta
Algol, is situated in the midst of the |
Milky Way. and is now about half-wayv
between the meridian and the western
horizon.

The Great Bear is slowly elimbing up
from beneath the North Star, and will j
ere long be on the meridian.
stellation is easily distingu
means of a cluster of seven br
forming what is called The Dipper. In |
some .countries. it is galled Charles’
Wain, or Wagon. While to the south

con-

shape, is rising in the east announcing
the coming o f{spring:

Morning and Evening Planets.

Of the planets, Jupiter and Vénus are
now our evening stars and_ are b«_)!h
very brilliant; Jupiter setting during
the early part of the month about 10:30
o'clock p. m. while Venus sets more
than an hour earlier. Venus is nightly
increasing in brilliancy and at the same
time rapidly journey¥ing on in her course
as if bent on overtaking Jupiter, which
feat she very nearly accomplishes by
the iast of the month, when she is just
a little to the northwest of her great
brother., they both setting near the
same time—about 9:30 o'clock. :

Mars is now our morning star, and is
cituated in the constellation Libra, ris-
ing about midnjght.
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A HILL OF DEATH.

How Thousa:é—: Died in the Most
Bloody Assault in History.
(London ('nr.:Ne\\ York Sun.)

The abscrbing interest in St. Peters-
burg permits jittle attention to be paid
to the full accounts now in London of
one of the greatest feats of modern |
arms, the capture of 203 Meter hili and
the slaughter of thousands of Japanese
in three or four unsuccessful attacks.
The lasi assault encountered no resist-
ance, for the infantry found the
Wenches filled with dead Russians. so |
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